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swallowed up in this maelstrom. They know that when 
rich men's sons wear the shoulder-straps poor men's sons 
must die in the trenches or rot in the camps. 

I once asked our loved and honored General Arm- 
strong whether there was truth in the accounts given of 
the general degradation and dishonesty and sensual vice 
of the Southern negroes. "Yes," he said, "no words could 
over-state the horrors of the situation. "What hope," 
then I asked, — "what hope of a better future? Your 
Hampton and Tuskegee schools reach a few hundreds ; 
yet in a few years the number of the colored people is in- 
creased by millions." 

His answer was exultant. "No matter how black the 
night ; when once the faintest ray gilds the eastern sky, we 
know the day is coming. The light will increase, the 
darkness will fall back ; the sun is sure to conquer." 

And I am sure that if Whittier were still with us, 
the call for a Conference of civilized nations to consider 
how to lessen the evils and abolish the customs of war 
would make him break once more into glad and grateful 
song: 

"The day is dawning in the East of which the prophets told, 
And brightens up the sky of Time, the Christian Age of Gold." 



Christian Endeavor War Against War. 

On the 15th of March Dr. Francis E. Clark and the 
other officials of the United Society of Christian Endeavor 
issued the following letter to the Christian Endeavor 
Societies. No more important step, in the line of 
religious work, has ever been taken for the promotion 
of general interest in the great cause of Universal Peace : 

ENDEAVORERS, WAR AGAINST WAR. 

One of the great world movements, I believe, is that 
in favor of peace on earth and goodwill to men. The 
fulfilment of the angels' song seems to have been long 
upon the way, but the prospects for its speedy realization 
were never so bright as to-day, in all the history of the 
nineteen centuries since the celestial choir gave it voice. 
The rapprochement of England and America during the 
last year has been one of the great events of history ; 
the consequent increase of good feeling between Canada 
and the United States has made all our hearts glad ; and 
the brave young Czar of all the Russias has crowned it 
all by his noble utterance in behalf of national disarma- 
ment. 

Here is a great world issue into which Christian 
Endeavorers can throw themselves heart and soul. The 
proposals for peace have no partisan squint. It is not a 
move upon the political chessboard, or, if some indi- 
viduals and nations would selfishly degrade it to this low 
level, the whole subject is so much vaster and nobler 
than party politics, that time-serving tricksters will be 
swept away, finding the movement too big for them. 

I am not one of those who believe the Czar's rescript 
to be the trick of a wily demagogue, and from our present 
knowledge of his purpose and character I think these 
suspicions are unworthy of any generous mind. But 
even at the worst, supposing that what his enemies say is 
true, and that he is not sincere in the matter, let the 
Christian world take him at his word, and demand in 
good faith the carrying out of these noble proposals that 
look finally to the beating of every sword into a plough- 
share and every spear into a pruning-hook. 



But what have Christian Endeavorers to do with this 
matter? Much every way. Ours is a world-wide move- 
ment, international, inter-denominational, inter-racial, as 
no other religious movement in all the history of the world 
has ever been. It has world-wide sympathies and affilia- 
tions. It has a mission, not in America only, but in 
every remote section of the world. Particularly has it 
bound together the hearts of English-speaking young 
people in four continents, America, Europe, Africa, and 
Australia. In America it holds its great conventions on 
both sides of the line that separates the United States 
from its northern neighbors. Next summer its annual 
feast will be held at a border city, equally accessible to 
Canada and the United States. In 1900 the greatest 
international religious convention ever held will assemble 
in the halls and churches of London and the Crystal 
Palace. 

What, then, is more appropriate than that such a 
society should cast its influence in favor of international 
arbitration and universal peace? It has opportunities for 
re-echoing the angels' song possessed by no other organi- 
zation in the world. Christian Endeavor is a unifying 
force, and universal peace is necessary to a united 
Christianity. 

But, above all, I believe that this is God's purpose and 
plan. I cannot believe that He desires the red-handed 
Demon of War to stalk abroad any longer, going to and 
fro in the earth like Satan, and walking up and down in 
it. If anything can make the angels weep, it seems to 
me that it must be the bloodshed and carnage of an 
awful battle. 

If this is so, then it is our duty as Christians, as young 
Christians with a future century before us, as Christians 
with such a magnificent opportunity to further a good 
cause, to do all that we may to deserve the beatitude of 
the peace-makers. 

Here is one thing that we can do. We can all pray for 
this cause that is as wide as the earth, as high as heaven, 
and as important as the counsels of God. Here is some- 
thing definite, practical and tangible, and let no humble 
Endeavorer, who believes in prayer, forget that he can do 
something to move the arm that moves the world and to 
hasten the glad day of universal peace. 

We can, too, help answer our own prayers. We can 
petition (this is always within the rights of free-born 
Anglo-Saxons) ; we can agitate the subject ; we can help 
create public opinion ; we can devote a session of our 
local or State union to the subject ; we can show the 
world that so far as we are concerned the Christian youth 
of America are looking eagerly forward to the new day 
when war shall be counted with slavery and polygamy, 
as one of the barbarities of a backward age. The Chris- 
tian Endeavor World will have much to say about this 
matter in the future, and I ask for your sympathetic and 
earnest attention to every word that tends to usher in the 
reign of the Prince of Peace. To make this very prac- 
tical for the Endeavorers of the United States, there will 
be found in this paper a form of memorial to the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. I hope that thousands 
will take pains to circulate and sign it. 

Your friend, Francis E. Clark. 

War Against War. 
That is a worthy battle-cry for Christian Endeavorers. 
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Let it be taken up with ardor. Let the Christian Endeavor 
world ring with it. We have been patient with the terrible 
iniquity long enough. 

There are times when war is justifiable. G-od bestowed 
his manifest blessing upon our late war with Spain, and 
the God of Battles was with us. (The Advocate of 
Peace, it is needless to say, does not endorse these two 
sentences). But the God of Battles delights rather to 
become the Prince of Peace. Not all war is evil, but no 
war is best. There is always a better way, a more civil- 
ized way, a more Christian way, the way of arbitration. 
Shame upon Christendom that it has waited all these cen- 
turies to make universal and assured this better way ! 

The Emperor of Russia has put the matter on a prac- 
tical footing. Few assemblies in the world's history have 
been so momentous as the coming International Confer- 
ence on the world's peace. It will produce results ; it 
must. For our country to fail of representation there 
would be a lapse from our noblest ideals. 

Many causes, also, have drawn closer together, during 
recent months, our own nation and Great Britain. The 
Anglo-Saxon race has recently made enormous gains in 
power and renown. If we can all stand together, and 
stand for peace and on earth, it will be a spectacle worthy 
to draw back to earth the angel choir of Bethlehem. 
Negotiations for Anglo- Amorican arbitration should at 
once be resumed ; and since our country broke them off 
before, it should properly open them again. 

Some may consider this an unsuitable time for such 
an agitation, since the war spirit has so recently been 
aroused among us, and fed upon successes so gratifying. 
On the contrary, this is the very time of times, while the 
horrors of war are fresh within our memories, the pesti- 
lential camps, the corruptions of management, the deadly 
transports, the sickening wounds, the loss of noble young 
men from college, workshop, and home, the vast burden 
of expense, the lowering of sentiment to what is brutal, 
till the war for liberty became, in the actual thought of 
myriads, a war for aggrandizement, enrichment, and 
revenge. Not long ago we were on the verge of such a 
war with our English brothers. Events to-day might 
easily precipitate such a war with the Germans, almost 
as nearly our kin. Is such a possibility worthy of 
Christian men? 

This, then, is the memorial we present to the Christian 
Endeavorers of America for their signatures : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America. 

We, whose names are affixed hereunto, are members and friends 
of the societies of Christian Endeavor, numbering in this country 
over forty thousand organizations, with more than two and a half 
millions of members, and in foreign lands over fourteen thousand 
organizations, with nearly one million members. It is the sense 
of our world-wide fellowship that impels us to this memorial. 
Canada, Great Britain, and Australia contain hundreds of thou- 
sands whom we have come to honor and love as brethren. 
Among the Hindoos and Persians, the Chinese and Japanese, the 
natives of Africa and Madagascar, the republics of South 
America, are large numbers who are thus closely knit to us. 
Our comrades in Christian Endeavor are found in France, Italy, 
Germany, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey, Greece, Norway, Sweden, 
Holland, Denmark, Austria, Belgium. In Spain itself, our foe in 



the late war, is a rapidly increasing number of them, and Christian 
Endeavorers were found in each of the opposing armies. 

In view of these facts, we wish to express our abhorrence of war, 
and our solemn conviction that it is the duty of every civilized 
nation to do all in its power toward making war impossible. We 
wish to record our desire for the speedy establishment of an 
International Tribunal of Arbitration. We wish to show our 
interest in the International Conference to discuss this matter, 
proposed by the Emperor of Russia, and to urge that our country 
join promptly and heartily in that conference. And especially we 
desire by our signatures to appeal for the immediate consideration 
of the question of arbitration between this nation and Great 
Britain, that the Anglo-Saxon race may become united in the 
interests of peace and goodwill. 

In presenting this memorial we are emboldened by the assurance 
of a cordial reception on the part of large numbers of our legisla- 
tors, and we are confident that the Congress of the United States 
of America will in the future, as in the past, prove true to the 
largest sentiments of humanity. May the Divine blessing attend 
your deliberations. 

We believe that every single Endeavorer in America 
will wish his signature to appear on this memorial when 
it goes before Congress. We believe that you will all be 
eager to canvass your friends for signatures, the older 
church members, the business men, and other leaders in 
each community. We are confident that you will not 
procrastinate, but will understand the importance of 
promptness. 

It is necessary, if our memorial is to do us credit and 
produce good results, that it appear in good shape. Do 
not cut out or copy the form given above, and do not print 
your own. The United Society of Christian Endeavor 
has prepared copies of this memorial, well printed on 
heavy paper, with large space for signatures, which 
Secretary Baer will send to any address at cost price, 
namely, five cents each. When signed, they should be 
returned to Secretary Baer, Boston, Mass. Full direc- 
tions accompany each memorial. 

We shall have much more to say in later numbers, and 
shall present exhortations and commendations from many 
eminent men. But do not wait for this. We shall print 
the name of the Endeavorer in each State who is the first 
to respond to this appeal. War against War! 



What Shall Be Done with 

Philippines ? 
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The following appeal to the people of the United States 
was sent out at the middle of March signed by a com- 
mittee of twenty-nine prominent citizens, among which 
are found the names of ex-Governor Boutwell, ex-Senator 
Edmunds, ex-Secretary Sherman, Hon. J. G. Carlisle, 
Samuel Gompers, President David Starr Jordan, Herbert 
Welsh, Charles Francis Adams, Carl Schurz, Edward 
Atkinson, Professor E. H. von Hoist, Moorfield Story, 
Esq., Hon. Patrick A. Collins, Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler, 
Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst, Andrew Carnegie, Thomas 
Went worth Higginson, Professor Charles Eliot Norton, 
Professor Felix Adler, Professor William G. Sumner 
and others : 

"To the people of the United States : The full ratifi- 
cation of the treaty with Spain will cause a technical 



